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thus their pacifism is given the widest possible range:
far from limiting it to international relations as the
Marxians do, the co-operators extend it also to class
relations. We are therefore bound to say that the co-
operators have reached quite a different moral level
from the Marxians, ardent for the class war.
Thus sketched in broad outlines we must leave our
picture of that co-operative doctrine which Gide, to his
inestimable credit, formulated, drawing it out of the
void, one might say, by his own efforts, some forty years
ago. What was his contribution to the living doctrine
which inspires us? Rather must we turn the question
round and ask what there is in the co-operative pro-
gramme that was not his. To have proudly pitched our
camp facing on the one side the liberal school of the
classical economists, and on the other the Marxian
doctrine in the ascendant for fifty years among the
Socialists of every European country—that was the great
achievement of the leader we have just lost. Unaided, he
was able to give to our inspiring doctrine its groundwork
and its limpid precision of detail which have counted for
so much in its success. Although we may personally be
inclined to revise certain points of Gide's analysis—for
example, his conception of the just price, or his theory of
the disappearance of profit in co-operative organisations
—these are not fundamental parts of the doctrine, and
many co-operators do not follow us in such revision.
The edifice which Gide has raised still |tands; all of us,
each in his own way, draw from his teaching the sap that
nourishes our own social faith.
Let me end, then, by repeating what I have written
elsewhere. Gide was not only an economist and a co-
operator. If he had limited his work to these fields, wide
as they are, he would not have been the great man he
was. He would not have so let his light shine before all
men as to become—without seeking to be it, interna-
tionalist that he was—one of the finest interpreters of

